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Danbury High to screen new Darfur documentary
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DANBURY -- A new documentary, "Child of Hop®arfur Dreams
of Peace," will be screened publicly at DanburytH&chool Nov. 27,
continuing the school community's ongoing commithiemraise
awareness of the genocide in the Sudan. The filswoneated by
Danbury High school graduate Brian Simalchik andiay High
Assistant Principal Tim Salem, and is narrated bayltury High
graduate Emily DeMasi.

The three collaborated in 2006 with four studemtsh® award-
winning documentary "The Promise," about the gesteaivhich will
be aired as well.

The new film, "Child of Hope," reveals the genocid®ar fur
through the eyes of a child and features the pmapdty of actress
Mia Farrow of Bridgewater, who recounts personaities from her
visits to the region.

"I've seen the film," said 17-year-old senior Kinshfayeri, a member
of Distributive Education Clubs of America. "It'owderful, very
powerful. It's done from the eye of a child in tegion.”

The film is part of a two-hour program sponsoredhsy Peer
Leadership Class, the marketing club, DECA, aneM,rwhich is the
National Music Honor Society. Proceeds will go tv& The
Children.

The program includes a talk by Dr. Jerry Ehrliclpeaiatrician from
Doctors Without Borders, who will speak about higrkvin Darfur in
2004.
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Tri-M will perform songs by the Beatles. The Newisa&s will
receive the Spirit of Hope Award, which the studemorking on
behalf ofDarfur present to a group or individual who has made a
profound impact on the humanitarian crisifiar fur.

Mia Farrow was last year's recipient.

In the December issue of Connecticut Magazine,nsadeprofiled in
an article titled, "Standing Tall," which focuses four individuals
selected for making a difference. Salem is citechfe ongoing
commitment to educate others about the suffeririairfur.

Also in December, the Connecticut Geographic Atawill award
its annual Friends of Geography Award to the higfosl students
involved with the two films and Salem for theiratis to raise
awareness about the genocide. The students anu Ske are
finalists for the Dove Award, presented annuallyttiy Center for
Youth Leadership in Norwalk.

"The Promise" was written by Salem, who led thgqui) and was
not done for class credit or an assignment. Thietgiginute
documentary was meant to be a reminder of the @@thie United
Nations and the world made in 1945 to hold peoptmantable for
crimes against humanity.

It was named best student documentary at the KientRestival,
honored by the Westport Youth Film Festival andriagonally-
renowned program Facing History and Ourselveseaélth that

deals most effectively in filmmaking technique auibstance with the
complex theme of social justice in the world.

It was also shown during a news conference by Statasurer Denise
Nappier when she announced plans to stop investatg pension
money in companies with financial interests in Suda

IFYOUGO

WHAT: Screening of award-winning video "The Proniigalowed
by the new documentary "Child of Hofd®arfur Dreams of Peace"

Music by TRI-M, the Danbury High School music hossociety
Guest speaker, Dr. Jerry Ehrlich from Doctors withBorders
WHEN: Tuesday, Nov. 27, 6 to 8 p.m.

WHERE: Danbury High School, 43 Clapboard Ridge R@&hbury

COST: adults: $5; students: $3
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