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Women risk rape, mutilation and branding in th&isr@ile walks for
firewood. In one refugee camp, seven humanitaidmvarkers and
one doctor care for 137,000 people. In the last years, 400,000
residents oDarfur have been killed and 2.5 million others, mostly
women and children, have been driven from theinbdrout villages
in a genocide carried out by militia backed by $welanese
government.

On Monday, Danbury High School seniors Max DelapaAtysha
Rashid and Sabrina Wirth, along with actress aigtistMia Farrow,
spared no details in describing the horrors andseeDarfur to
employees at Cartus Corp. in Danbury. Cartus ioeigeer of global
mobility management and workforce development smhstserving
corporate, government and affinity markets.

"Surely, if we are indeed a human family, all of thildren of the
world are our family. If we turn away, all of usattiminished," said
Farrow, 62, who lives in Bridgewater. "This is anseal moment: If
we will step up and do our utmost to help the akitdofDar fur.”

Farrow joined the students as she has for sonmeeofrhany
presentations in the past year to discuss the aygafihelping the
people ofDarfur.

Cartus employees announced their pledge to rai3®®8 for Save
the Children to build a school Darfur.

"Two years ago, following a Live Aid concert, thar@s Save the
Children committee was started," said Douglasyp'dsenior
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programmer analyst for Cartus and chairman of tmeruittee.

"Of all the tragedies taking place beyond our bgrdething is worse
thanDarfur,” D'Joy said. "We have set a goal ... by 2010utitdba
school inDarfur, and we've invited all Cartus employees to joirnus
trying to build the school."

The company has 1,700 Danbury employees and 1ddifanal
employees worldwide.

Farrow showed photographs from her four visith®region and told
personal stories about some of the residents she me

She urged support for the deployment of the alreadlgorized U.N.

peacekeeping force, strengthening the African Ufdoce already in
Darfur, and for people to divest their stock in compatiwed support
the militia, including Fidelity Investments.

According to an April 11 Los Angeles Times storyddtity is one of
the leading U.S. shareholders in PetroChina Cot,gba company
involved in one of Sudan's largest oil projectd.ré&venues fund
Sudan's military.

The three students showed an award-winning docwaneabout the
genocide iDarfur that six DHS 2006 graduates made last year. The
eight-minute documentary, called "The Promise, hhghts the

promise made in 1947 not to let the Holocaust oeger again.

"We know the genocide is 90 to 95 percent complaeause most of
the villages have been destroyed,” Wirth said. "Neswvant to raise
awareness and focus on raising money for the people camps.”

Deb Thibault, an international assignment constaCartus, said
the presentation was sad and overwhelming.

"l had very little knowledge of the conditions tBgrshe said. "The
children have no parents, no food and no wateryTégoung, and
the first thing they request is protection, andoag't give it to them."

Thibault said she'd rather the billions being speritght in Iraq could
be diverted tdarfur, since "it's more a need than the excuse we have
to fight in Iraqg.”

She was impressed with the students' work, "talsel&ation in
someone so young."

Danbury High Assistant Principal Tim Salem firsttiered to students
aboutDarfur as a teacher in 2004.
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The fighting in that country started after a grafdpesidents rebelled
against the government, which had come to poweoly, for not
fulfilling their basic needs. In response to theisipg, the
government launched an attack on everyone.

Salem said students asked him how they could kigpvrote the
video and helped six students make it over fourtimom 2006 as a
way to raise awareness about the issue, at lettgtimschool.

Delahanty, Rashid and Wirth asked to continuewak and have
made more than 40 presentations so far this year.

In addition, the video has served as a fundraignbfor some of the
600 schools, colleges and organizations that regde®pies of it.

The DHS students went to a high school in MichigaRebruary to
show the video and they shared the stage with Rasgsabagina. He
was the hotel manager who housed over a thousatseés Tafugees
during their struggle against the Hutu militia iw&da and was the
subject of the movie "Hotel Rwanda."

"He (Rusesabagina) had a great message | hopsdmpao my
peers," 18-year-old Delahanty said. "He saved thods of lives by
the power of words. That's what he focused onptiveer of words."

Max said he learned more outside the classroony#asthan inside,
and he's asked himself what he can do in the future

"It's not just about the success of the project the impact | can have
on others when | am informed and passionate abtmgie," he said.

The students also showed their video April 19 insWiagton, D.C., to
about 60 staff and members of Congress, includiagwo major
House policy leaders dparfur, U.S. Rep. Donald Payne, D-N.J.,
and U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif.

U.S. Rep. Christopher Murphy, D-5th District, orgaed the
presentation, which proved to be a standing rooly, @md for days
afterward he heard from lawmakers who were impebyehe video.

"The video is inspirational and Washington neetittla inspiration

on the issue dbarfur,” Murphy said. "There are so many other
foreign policy issues that need attention, butefdwon't intercede right
now hundreds of thousands more people will die."

Murphy said it was a chance for him to meet@i@efur policy
makers on the hill.

"There is no better way than to bring students feodistrict who care
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about the issue. The event was my way of becomiegder on the
issue ofDarfur,” Murphy said.

Salem also was impressed that Lee and Payne catime to
presentation.

"The only downside of this is that there are nd taagible results in
the (Dafur) region. Every day the condition getsseg’' Salem said.

"Three million people are in desperate need of.Nalp are desperate
to bring humanitarian aid to the region, and idsgble that those
three million will perish if we can't."

For more information visit:

www.dhsthepromise.com

www.miafarrow .org

www.savedarfur.org

www.cfr.org/darfur_guide

Contact Eileen FitzGerald

at eileenf@newstimes.com

or at (203) 731-3333.
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